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Lʤʡʠ ʤʩ ʯʣʠ  
Fʜʮʯ Fʪʭʲʜʭʟ 
Tina Laughary 
 
I am a bit sad to see the season of 
Christmas go. I love to study the 
incredible story of the first 
Christmas. This year at PFC we 
focused on how òimperfectó the 
story and each of its characters 
were. A young woman, publicly shamed and separated from 
her home and family, giving birth in a scary setting. An 
honorable man, trying to figure out how to support the 
unexplainable pregnancy of his betrothed wife. Dirty 
shepherds daring to believe they witnessed a miracle. I 
could go on and on. Another thing I love about studying the 
Christmas story is how I can come to it each time with fresh 
eyes, seeing parts of the story I hadnõt really focused on 
before. This happened to me this year toward the end of 
our Christmas series. While reading in the book of Luke, 
chapter 2, just after Jesus was presented before Anna and 
Simeon in the temple, I was struck by these verses: 
 
ò39 And when they had performed everything 
according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 
And the favor of God was upon him.ó  

 
You could almost summarize verses 39 and 40 as, òFast 
forwardó to the next part of the story. The story picks up 
again in verse 41 when Jesus is 12 years old and his family is 
on their annual trip to the temple. That story is followed in 
verse 52 with this: 
 
òAnd Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in 
favor with God and Man.ó 
 

In other words, òfast forwardó to Chapter 3 of Luke where 
the story picks up with 30-year-old Jesus beginning his 
ministry. 
 
These òsummaryó verses are intriguing to me. They 
summarize Jesusõ life between the ages of about 2 and 12 
and again from 12-30. I have children in these phases of life 

and so I know this: A LOT happened during the òfast 
forward.ó  These are not unimportant years in the life of 
Jesus and His family. We do not have the details of the 
years. We know virtually nothing about themñexcept we 
know a lot. What can we know? We know that everyone did 
their job. Jesusõ job was to play, to learn, to grow, to 
respect His earthly parents and His Heavenly Father. He 
learned His place in the world and in Godõs amazing 
redemptive plan. He learned perseverance, work ethic, 
diligence, and how to be compassionate, loving and kind. 
Mary and Joseph had incredibly difficult jobs to do as well. 

They nurtured and cared for their 
son as He grew. They taught Him 
all the characteristics that 
defined His life and ministry. 
They taught Him who he was to 
become. Finally, they taught Him 
perhaps the most difficult thing 
of all: how to leave them and set 
off on His Fatherõs path. You can 
see a beautiful example of Mary 
gently nudging her son out of the 
nest in John chapter 2 as she is 
the one who encourages Him to 
perform His first public miracle.  
 
As I reflected on the reality of 
the òfast forwardó passages in 
the Gospel, I couldnõt help but 
think that my children are in the 
middle of their òfast forwardó 
years as well. As mundane as life 
can sometimes feel, this is not 

the time to put it on cruise control. There is important work 
to accomplish during these years. We each have a very 
important job to do. Honestly, my job, like yours, isnõt that 
different from Jesusõ. We play, we learn, 
we grow, we  love and respect others as 
we find Godõs place for us in His world, 
joining Him on His mission. Let each one 
of us take the time to realize the 
importance of each of our days. Each one 
is precious and meaningful. Jesus would 
not have been ready to accomplish His 
Fatherõs mission without the fast forward 
years. What mission is God preparing you 
for in your fast forward? 

________ 
 
òAs mundane as 
life can some-
times feel, this is 
not the time to 
put it on cruise 
control...we play, 
we learn, we 
grow, we love and 
respect others as 
we find Godõs 
place for us in His 
world...ó 
________ 

Fund.ó  If you prefer to give through the mail or our 
regular offering, just write òCamp Cabin Matching Fundó 
on your check or giving envelope! 
 
Together we can help Ross Point reach more youth and 
adults with powerful Christ-centered programming that 
changes lives and makes disciples.   

Rʪʮʮ Pʪʤʩʯ Cʜʝʤʩ Pʭʪʥʠʞʯ 
Double Your Impact Matching Funds Opportunity 
 
Ross Point Camp and Conference Center, where so many 
of the youth and adults in our community benefit from 
excellent camp and retreat opportunities throughout the 
year, is in need of additional cabin space to meet 
increasing camp and retreat enrollment numbers ð Praise 
the Lord!   
 
The Palouse Federated Church board has issued a 
challenge to the congregation and the community to help 
raise funds to build these cabins.  To that end, Palouse 
Federated Church will match your donations to the 
Cabin Project dollar for dollar.  You have the 
opportunity to double the impact of your donation!    If 
you donate $5 the church will donate $5.  If you donate 
$100, the church will donate $100.  Matching funds from 
the church will not exceed a total of $2,000.   
 
Together it is our hope to send $4,000 to Ross Point to 
help the Cabin Project succeed.  Donations can be made 
online at www.palousechurch.org ð just select the òOnline 
Givingó button on the top of the page to make your 
donation and be sure to select òCamp Cabin Matching 

http://www.rosspoint.org/
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Aʞʯʮ Sʯʰʟʴ Cʪʨʤʩʢ 
ʯʪ ʜ Cʧʪʮʠ 
Pastor Corey Laughary 
 
We have been journeying through 
the book of Acts on Sunday 
mornings for years now!  The 
journey will soon come to an end as 
we are quickly approaching the 
bookõs final chapters.  I thought I 
would take this opportunity to reflect, in a general way, 
about what I have learned about Christ, His Church, and our 
mission as I preached through this book. 
 
Christ ð Jesus Christ ascends to heaven in the very first 
chapter of Acts.  And yet, one of the big things I learned is 
that Jesus is present in every bit of the ongoing story.  The 
body of Jesus Christ is present throughout the whole book.  
His Body is the Church; His believers are His people. Christ 
is the hero of Acts! 
 
His Church ð Though Jesus Christ is the hero of the book, 
His people do quite heroic work enabled by the Spirit.  
Philipõs witness to an Ethiopian, Stephenõs martyr death, 
the persecution of Paul, and the leadership of James are all 
examples of Christ followers who demonstrate 
Christlikeness.  We are His Church when we trust in Him 
and act like Him. 
 
Our Mission ð A lot has changed since the 1st Century, but 
the mission is the sameñwe are called to bear witness of 
Jesus Christ and His good news to the òends of the 
earthó (Acts 1:8).  We donõt have to deal with the Roman 
Empire, or Greek idol makers, but we still do share our 
faith in a world that is not readily receptive to Christõs life-
changing message. 
 
We have journeyed to the end of the book of Acts, but the 
òActs of the Holy Spiritó are not yet done ð and Godõs story 
of His Church is still being written.  Amen. 
 
Depending on Jesus, 

Pastor Corey 

 
 
Personal Reflection: What is your Acts reflection? 
What is one story that stands out to you - that has 
particularly encouraged or challenged you? 
 
All the sermons from the book of Acts are available 
online at www.palousechurch.org. 

Lʪʞʦʠʟ Oʰʯ 
Jim Fielder 
 
This past year we have made 
several safety and security 
related changes here at Palouse 
Federated Church.  Look around 
on a Sunday morning and you 
will see several of them while 
others you wonõt see.   

Take a walk around the back of the building and you will 
see we have a new solid door and secure lock on the 
basementõs rear exit.   We had concrete work done to save 
the crumbling concrete on the stairs and base at the 
Fellowship Hallõs rear exit.  This will stop the deterioration 
of that area and allow us to use de-icer and reduce 
potential falls.  We have added an AED (Automatic External 
Defibrillator) to use in the case of a cardiac event and we 

have lots of people that are 
currently trained on its use.  We 
check-in children as they head to 
Sunday School and let the teachers 
know who the responsible person is 
that will pick them up.  We also 
have added an alert system to be 
used if we ever have an active 
assailant situation. 

There is one more change that will 
be happening as soon as we get the 
word around ð WE ARE CHANGING 
THE DOOR LOCKS ð YOUR KEYS WILL 
NO LONGER WORK.  Sorry to shout, 
but we need to know who needs 

access when the building is locked so we can arrange access 
for you.  Currently, we have far too many keys roaming the 
town. We are moving to a keyless lock system and will no 
longer be using keys.  We will issue access codes similar to 
a PIN (Personal Identification Number).  It is important that 
if you are needing access on a regular basis that you 
contact the church to arrange for an access code.  We will 
be making an access list and pass out codes later in 
February before the locks are installed.  We also will make 
a short video on how to use them, and/or do one-on-one 
training.   

Having a keyless system will allow us to arrange one-time 
access for outside groups that have rented the church 
without the expense of having a key made.  We can provide 
a code to repair people without having to have someone 
physically at the building.  This new system will be easy to 
use and will allow us to keep our building secure when it 
needs to be secure.  Thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this time of change.  These changes 
will increase the safety and security of the building as well 
as the safety and security of you and your family. 

 Did you miss the annual meeting on January 27?  
If so, you can pick up a copy of our 2018 Annual 
Report in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
Inside, youõll find important updates about 
pastoral ministry, Christian education, connection, 
missions, outreach, worship and discipleship 
ministries as well as a look back on 2018 finances 
and a look forward to 2019!   
 
God worked in amazing ways in and through our 
congregation, community and around the world! 

http://www.palousechurch.org

