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2 The people who walked in darkness 
     have seen a great light; 
  those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
     on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
     you have increased its joy; 
  they rejoice before you 
     as with joy at the harvest, 
     as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 
     and the staff for his shoulder, 
  the rod of his oppressor, 
     you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
     and every garment rolled in blood 
     will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
     to us a son is given; 
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
     and his name shall be called 
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
     there will be no end, 
  on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
     to establish it and to uphold it 
  with justice and with righteousness 
     from this time forth and forevermore. 
  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

 Isaiah 9:2-7 (ESV)  
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A Pʠʭʡʠʞʯʧʴ 
[Iʨʫʠʭʡʠʞʯ] 
Cʣʭʤʮʯʨʜʮ 
Pastor Corey Laughary 
 
I have heard it said by many that they 
are hoping for a òperfect Christmas.ó 
This use of òperfectó language for 
Christmas is everywhere! Itõs used in 
marketing campaigns, and by spouses looking for just the 
right gift for their beloved. Call me the grinch, but I donõt 
want a perfect Christmas.  I donõt even think there is such a 
thing as a perfect Christmas anymore. Itõs an idol, a lie that 
many obsessively chase - even without realizing it.  Oh, I 
enjoy beautiful decorations, a tasty cup of cocoa, and 
wonderfully sung Christmas carols, but the trappings of how 
we celebrate the Christmas season in the West are not what 
Christmas is all about. And besides all that, the perfect 
Christmas happened only once, and when it did, it looked 
really, really òimperfect.ó  
 
So what if I told you that the original Christmas was very 
messy - but was also perfectly imperfect? 
 
Jesus was born into a perfectly imperfect family line, filled 
with adulterers, a prostitute and other scandalous people 
and acts.  
 
God announced the original Christmas plan to, Zechariah 
(Luke 1) who didnõt even believe Godõs angel, and yet God 
would use him to be the perfectly imperfect father to the 
one preparing the way for Jesusõ arrival.  
 
God picked an unmarried young virgin, and an older barren 
woman to both become unexpectedly pregnant, which 
would stir up a perfectly imperfect storm of whispers. It 

Join us for a Perfectly [Imperfect] Christmas 
A Perfectly [Imperfect] Christmas 

Sunday Worship | Dec. 2ñJan. 6 | 9 & 11 AM 
 

What Are You Waiting For? 
A weekly time of quiet reflection at Holy Trinity Chapel 
Thursdays | Dec. 6, 13 & 20 | Come & Go - 6 - 8 PM 

 
Special Events 

 
Christmas Caroling & Chili Dinner 

December 9 @ 5 PM 
 

Childrenõs Christmas Program 
December 16 @ 6 PM 

 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Services 

December 24 @ 7 & 11 PM 
 

Childrenõs Epiphany Party 
January 6 @ 5 PM 

seems like God chose women who were weak and powerless 
according to the world to be heroic, perfectly imperfect 
mothers in His Christmas story. 
  
Joseph and Mary have perfectly imperfect timing, having to 
travel while pregnant and Mary gives birth in a place thatõs 
not home to either of them. The perfectly imperfect 
Christmas had a pregnant homeless teen giving birth to a 
baby that had its first bed in a feeding trough. O little town 
of Bethlehem doesnõt even know what happened!  
 
The original guests of this perfectly imperfect Christmas 
were filthy shepherds.  
 
And It seems the only other people paying attention to this 
perfectly imperfect unfolding story were an old man named 
Simeon, an old widow named Anna, some magicians from a 
foreign land and a tyrant king. Howõs that for a Christmas 
party?! What a perfectly imperfect Christmas party guest 
list.  
 
The original Christmas was perfect. And yet, it occurred in 
our very imperfect world. Imperfect people and situations 
are all thatõs available for God to use. This perfectly 
imperfect story is what needed to happen, because 
Christmas is about God coming to be with us to rescue us - 
the perfect One coming to the imperfect, to eventually be 
the perfect sacrifice for us, so He could rid us of all our 
imperfections.  
 
If you want the perfect Christmas - itõs already been given 
to us. In the next month we are going to consider how God 
worked the perfect story together in the midst of this 
broken and imperfect world. And my prayer is that it will 
make our own Christmases deeply filled with praise! 
 
Depending on Jesus, 

Pastor Corey 
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WOW! It has been an awesome 
blessing for me to head Operation 
Christmas Child at our church this 
year as our congregation and 
community collected a record-
breaking 103 OCC boxes filled 
with gifts and love for children 
around the world.  A big thank you to Bertha Paul who 
volunteered to help deliver the boxes in her SUV.   

This year, I made small fabric bags to include in the 
boxes.  For 2019, I am cutting up t-shirts into long 
strips and braiding them together to make jump ropes 
in include in the boxes.  Consider gathering gifts all 
year long so we can easily put together even more 
boxes next year. 

The OCC boxes are just the beginning.  Children who 
receive a shoebox also receive a colorful book about 
Jesus in their own language.  Many recipients also 
participate in the 12-week follow-up discipleship 
course called: The Greatest Journey, where they are 
taught more about Jesus, learn Bible verses and how 
to share the Gospel.  Because of your generosity, 
children around the world are hearing the good news 
of Jesus!  ~ Cheri 

Cʜʨʫ Cʜʝʤʩ Bʰʤʧʟʤʩʢ 
Pʭʪʥʠʞʯ Uʫʟʜʯʠ 
Brenda Cook 
 
In June, Ross Point submitted an 
application to the M.J. Murdock 
Charitable Trust requesting grant 
funding for four new cabins.  Our 
application was accepted, and on 
November 26, a Murdock 
representative came to Post Falls for 
a site visit and to meet with Executive Director John 
Batchelder and two additional board members.   Now that 
the site visit is complete, the Murdock Trustees will review 
our grant request and respond with a decision within 3-6 
months. 
 
Murdock will be looking at the support and involvement 
from our Board and from our camp community of 
supporters.  If we can improve our funding plan, outside of 
what we have requested from Murdock, it will strengthen 
the standing of our request with their grants committee.  
Murdock needs to clearly see that we will continue this 

project whether or 
not we receive their 
grant, as it will 
demonstrate the 
need, 
determination and 
importance to move 
forward and 
improve our 
facilities.  The total 
donated dollar 
amount isnõt as 
important as how 
many people are in 
support of this 

Cheri Brunner and Bertha Paul delivered 103 boxes 
collected by the church and community to support 
Operation Christmas Child and bring the Gospel to children 
around the world. 

project (i.e. many people contributing even small amounts 
monthly shows greater commitment).   
 
What have we asked Murdock for?  We are seeking $147,000 
from them to partner with us in our existing funds from 
committed donors and volunteer labor groups in building 
four new cabins.   Why have we asked for this?   The 
problem for several of our camp groups is that we have run 
out of cabin sleeping space!   The blessing is that summer 
camps continue to grow!  Having four additional cabins, 
each with 12 beds, would accommodate our increase in the 
number of campers and allow for more growth over time.  It 
also would allow us to 
extend our services to 
new larger groups. 
 
Our board is 100% 
committed to this project 
both in word and in deed ð 
we are financially 
committed to the project.  
It was unanimously 
decided earlier this year 
to apply for this grant for 
this particular project; and even if the Murdock Charitable 
Trust denies funding, we as the campõs Board of Directors, 
believe we are fulfilling the campõs mission through our 
commitment to expanding our current facilities.  We will 
continue to be financially responsible to ensure that Ross 
Point will be here for future generations, but we invite and 
encourage you to support this cabin project with us.   We 
are hopeful to start building 1-2 cabins this summer!  You 
can donate to this particular project fund called òCabin 
Projectó by going to www.rosspoint.org and clicking on the 
donation button.  One-time donations are always 
appreciated, but even better is a monthly recurring 
donation showing your ongoing support for the short term 
duration of this project.  If you already donate to Ross 
Point, please consider re-directing your giving to this area.  
  
Thank you for your support and prayers for Ross Point Camp. 

http://www.rosspoint.org
http://www.rosspoint.org/


Uʢʜʩʟʜ Uʫʟʜʯʠ  
 
Pastor Martin, who in May visited Pa-
louse with his wife Mary and daughter 
Praise from Uganda recently sent a 
note to Pastor Corey, saying: òTell all 
the church that we greatly appreciate 
all the help!ó 
 
Thanks to your generous donations,  we 
are able to send $1,000 of regular 
monthly support to help pay for food, 

medicine, transportation and other expenses associated 
with running the Hope for All Children Orphanage.   
 
In addition to this, this summer the kids at VBS together 
with you helped raise funds to ensure that every school-
aged child has their school fees paid.   
 
Please continue to pray for the ongoing development of our 
Uganda ministry. 
 
If you want to help this Christmas season, we are collecting 
a special offering to help provide clothing for the kids.  You 
can give at church (just write Uganda Christmas on your 
check or giving envelope), or you can give online and choose 
Uganda Christmas. 
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Whatõs the next step in your  
spiritual journey? 
 
Next Class 
January 20 
@ 10:15 AM 

STEPS 

Grow  

 

Monday 

 

Ladies Bible Study | Sermon Scriptures 

3 ʫʨ @ Tina Laugharyõs 

 

Tuesday 

 

Menõs Way Too Early Study | Sermon Scriptures 

5:30 ʜʨ @ PFC 

 

First Thessalonians Bible Study  

10 ʜʨ @ PFC 

 

Wednesday 

 

Ladies Bible Study | Sermon Scriptures 

9 ʜʨ @ PFC 

 

First Thessalonians Bible Study 

7 ʫʨ @ PFC 

 

Relational Outreach Study 

7 PM @ PFC 

 
Yʪʰʯʣ Gʭʪʰʫ 
6th - 12th Grades 
 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 ʫʨ 
Dinner Provided 
 
Join us for Bible Study, 
Worship & Fun 
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Sʰʩʟʜʴ Sʞʣʪʪʧ Nʠʲʮ 
 
Hey Kids!  Come join us the next few Sundays at 10:15 ʜʨ to 
practice for our annual Christmas program! You wonõt want to 
miss out on this fund and you may learn something new about 
Jesusõ birthday at the same time!  The Christmas Program is 
Sunday, Dec. 16 at 6 ʫʨñrefreshments will follow.  Bring your 
family, friends and neighbors. 
 

Nʪ Sʰʩʟʜʴ Sʞʣʪʪʧ ʪʩ 12/23 
 
Sunday School is canceled on Dec. 23, but you still can come 
and participate in the fellowship time and make a craft! 

Tʣʠ Tʭʰʯʣ Pʭʪʥʠʞʯ: 
Nʠʲ Sʯʰʟʴ Oʫʫʪʭʯʰʩʤʯʴ ʡʪʭ Hʤʢʣ 
Sʞʣʪʪʧ Yʪʰʯʣ & Yʪʰʩʢ Aʟʰʧʯʮ 
 
Starting Dec. 5, at Wednesday Nights @ PFC,  Phil 
Weagraff will begin teaching a 13-week class for High 
School youth called, The Truth Project.  The Truth 
Project provides a scholarly look at truth, the existence 
of God, authenticity of Scripture, creation, the plight of 
mankind, order vs disorder, hope for tomorrow and 
more. 

Bʜʫʯʤʮʨ Pʭʪʡʤʧʠ 
Hʰʜ Mʤʩʢ Nʠʲʨʜʩ 
September 30, 2018 
 
Hua Ming Newman, a member of 
Palouse Federated Church, is the son 
of Erik and Connie Newman, and . 
was baptized September 30 during 
the 11 ʜʨ worship service. 
 
Hua Ming was adopted from China when he was just three 
years of age.  Though he was born with cleft palate and 
other physical issues, Hua Ming has been a survivor and has 
an intensely positive attitude. After his recent jaw surgery, 
his commitment to Christ deepened and he is even feeling a 
calling preach and teach to youth!  
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Wʣʜʯ ʜʭʠ Yʪʰ 
Wʜʤʯʤʩʢ Fʪʭ? 
Tim Sievers 
 
As I sit here writing, coffee at the 
ready, the dulcet notes of my 
òReadingó playlist ring out the melody 
of a beautiful Christmas song, òAll is 
Well.ó  And Iõm struck -  Iõm struck by 
the juxtaposition of cultural celebrations in this time 
between Thanksgiving and the New Year.  Itõs November 
still, and my heart is holding on to Thanksgiving and hoping 
against the changing of seasons that we might enjoy a few 
last days of Autumn.  But our culture, even before 
Thanksgiving Day had passed, already had moved on to 
Christmas.  Yet in the church, Christmas doesnõt arrive for 
another month ð Itõs Advent to which our hearts and minds 
should move ð a time of waiting for the coming of our Savior 
Christ.  
 
Deitrich Bonhoeffer, the great German pastor, theologian 
and dissident has written:  
 
òWaiting is an art that our impatient age has 
forgotten. It wants to break open the ripe fruit when 
it has hardly finished planting the shoot.  But all too 
often the greedy eyes are only deceived; the fruit 
that seemed so precious is still green on the inside, 
and disrespectful hands ungratefully toss aside what 
has so disappointed them.ó 
 

Bonhoeffer offers a hard truth for his time as well as our 
own ð we are an impatient people! 
 
Since Bonhoefferõs time, Technology has advanced so 
rapidly and in such profound ways that our impatience has 
grown at an alarming rate.  I can order almost anything I 

want from Amazon and have it on 
my doorstep in rural Eastern 
Washington in just two days with 
free Prime shipping.  If you need 
groceries but donõt want the 
hassle of navigating the aisles and 
lines ð just order from the 
comfort of your  home, drive to 
the store and it will be  ready and 
waiting when you arrive at the 
time you choose!  No need to wait 
for a movie to come out in the 
video rental store ð just stream it 
on Netflix or Hulu.  Have a 
question you need answered ð just 

phone a friend on your cell phone or use your smart device 
to search the Internet.  We can get answers to almost 
anything in just a few clicks and ticks.  We live in an age of 
convenience to be sure; and waiting is an art that has been 
all but lost in our society. 
 
Our impatience is a byproduct of our culture and we simply 
donõt tolerate delay.  But, for the Christian (and really for 
everyone), waiting is not a bad thing ð in fact ð itõs a great 
practice, especially at this time of year when the pressures 
of the season increase our anxiety and push our resistant 
souls to move faster and cram more and more into our 
already busy schedules.   
 
Bonhoeffer also writes: 
 
òNot everyone can wait: neither the sated nor 
satisfied nor those without respect can wait. The only 
ones who can wait are people who carry restlessness 
around with them and people who look up with 
reverence to the greatest in the world. Thus Advent 
can be celebrated only by those whose souls give 
them no peace, who know that they are poor and 

incomplete, and who sense something of the 
greatness that is supposed to come, before which 
they can only bow in humble timidity, waiting until 
he inclines himself toward us ð the Holy One himself, 
God in the child in the manger. God is coming; the 
Lord Jesus is coming; Christmas is coming. Rejoice, O 
Christendom!ó 
 

There is a restlessness inside of me, and I sense a growing 
restlessness in our culture.  We are desperate for leaders of 
integrity, for policy actions that bring hope and life to 
people in our neighborhoods and around the world.  We 
grow ever weary of the political and cultural fearmongering  
in the national debate.   We must have peace between 
nations and between each other.   
 
In this season of my life I yearn for hope, peace, joy and 
love to prevail in my home, in my community, in my nation 
and in the world.  I am not satisfied - so I wait.  And in this 
season of Advent,  I make every attempt, no matter how 
feeble, to anchor my heart in the hope of Jesusõ coming ð 
that moment when God himself comes to live among his 
people and through his life and through his death he makes 
a way for peace to reign between us and him and between 
each other. 
 
But more than that, my soul yearns for him to fulfil his 
promise to come again.   
 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, òBehold, 
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.ó  
 

See Waiting | Page 7 
 

________ 
 
òGod is coming; 
the Lord Jesus is 
coming; Christmas 
is coming. Rejoice, 
O Christendom!ó 
 
   ~ D. Bonhoeffer 
________ 

NEED A LITTLE PEACE? 
DEC. 6, 13 & 20 

6-8 PM 
HOLY TRINITY CHAPEL  
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Cʣʭʤʮʯʨʜʮ Gʤʱʤʩʢ Oʫʫʪʭʯʰʩʤʯʤʠʮ 

Eastern State Hospital | By 12/9 
Uganda Christmas | By 12/16 
Food Vouchers | By 12/16 

 
Christmas giving can be done through the 
offering or online.  Be sure to designate which 
fund you are supporting - use òESH,ó òUgandaó 
or òVouchersó on your check or giving 
envelope. 

 

Palouse Federated Church 
now offers online giving.  It's 
easy, safe and secure.  Make 
your tithe or special gift 
anytime from anywhere.  

https://pfc.breezechms.com/
give/online 

Vʤʮʤʯʜʯʤʪʩ 
Tʠʜʨ 
 
We are looking for addi-
tional helpers to join 
our visitation ministry 
team.  Team members 
visit members of the 
community and church. 
We have many folks 
that would love a regular visit, and our current list 
sometimes is too long for Pastor and the current team 
members to visit regularly. Training is provided by Pas-
tor Corey. If you are interested please contact Pastor.   
 

Pʭʜʴʠʭ Tʠʜʨ 
 
Are you willing to pray for the needs of our church and 
communities? If your answer is òyesó you could join the 
PFC prayer team. We ask prayer team members to pray 
for our church prayer list needs, as well as additional 
needs that are sent out by e-mail or phone. A healthy 
prayer ministry is vital for the life of the church! If you 
are interested in being part of the prayer team please 
contact Pastor Corey. 
 

Hʪʮʫʤʯʜʧʤʯʴ Tʠʜʨ 
 
The Hospitality Team is looking for individuals to join a 
rotation of people helping to check-in students for Sun-
day School from 10 - 10:30 ʜʨ on Sunday mornings. Con-
tact Tim Sievers if you want to serve. 

CHURCH ON A HILL PODCAST   
 
Each week, Pastor Corey Laughary and Tim Sievers co-
host the Church on a Hill Podcast -  reviewing the ser-
mon, discussing upcoming events and ministry opportu-
nities and generally having a good time.  Thereõs usually 
a joke or two thrown in to lighten things up.  

Each podcast is about 20 minutes so it's easy to listen to 
on your way to or from Pull-
man or Moscow...or anytime!  

You can find us on the 
òSoundCloudó App (for 
smartphones, tablets, etc.) - 
search òPalouse Church on a 
Hill,ó or you can click on the 
link in the weekly e-mail or 
on the churchõs Facebook 
page. 

Waiting | From Page 6 
 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, òBehold, 
I am making all things new.ó Also he said, òWrite this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.ó 
6 And he said to me, òIt is done! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty 
I will give from the spring of the water of life without 
payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this 
heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 
(Revelation 21:1-7) 
 

This Advent, I look beyond his first coming to a time when 
once and for all God dwells among us, when every tear is 
gone, when death no longer destroys that which we love, 
when we have life and live as his children forever ð a time 
when we have true and lasting peace.  What are you waiting 
for? 
 
If, like me, your soul craves peace this season amidst the 
chaos, pressure and uncertainty of our times, I invite you 
to join me each Thursday in the Advent season (Dec.  6, 
13 & 20) for a time of reflection and prayer at Holy Trinity 
Chapel (at the corner of Bridge St. and Alder St. in Palouse) 
as we consider the question: òWhat are you waiting for?ó  
The chapel will be open from 6 to 8 ʬʩ and you can come 
and go at your convenience.  There is not a formal 
program, but each evening the Chapel will serve as a place 
for you to pray and reflect  as you strive to anchor your 
heart in the source of true hope, peace, joy and love.   
 
My prayer for you this Advent is that Bonhoefferõs words will 
ring in your heart and bring you true hope for peace: òGod 
is coming; the Lord Jesus is coming; Christmas is coming. 
Rejoice, O Christendom!ó 



Oʤʦʪʮ - Wʣʜʯ ʤʮ ʤʯ? 
 
Your Oikos is the 8 to 15 people you 
interact with on a regular basis 
that God has supernaturally and 
strategically placed in your life - 
friends, family, neighbors, and co-
workers. Nobody is better equipped 
to share the truth of Jesus with 
them than you.   
 
Pick up and fill out one of our OIKOS Prayer Cards and start 
praying for the people in your OIKOS to grow in their rela-
tionship with Jesus.   
 
Or...Download the OIKOS App today - search 
ò8to15ó in your app store. 
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Gʜʭ-Pʜʧ Sʯʰʟʠʩʯ 
Dʠʧʤʱʠʭʮ Gʤʡʯʮ ʯʪ  
Sʜʞʭʠʟ Hʠʜʭʯ 
Cʣʤʧʟʭʠʩõʮ Hʪʮʫʤʯʜʧ 
 
Brooke Bankus, a Gar-Pal student and 
childcare worker at Palouse 
Federated Church, recently ended a 
campaign to collect toys to distribute to children and youth 
undergoing treatment at Sacred Heart Childrenõs Hospital in 
Spokane.  Bankus herself has been treated at Sacred Heart 
and wanted to find a way to give back and show her 
appreciation for the care she received. 
 
Toys were collected at various locations throughout the 
community including Palouse Elementary and High School 
and Palouse Federated Church.  Bankus delivered the toys 
at the end of November. 

2018 Gʤʡʯ Lʤʮʯʮ ʡʪʭ Eʜʮʯʠʭʩ 
Sʯʜʯʠ Hʪʮʫʤʯʜʧ Pʜʯʤʠʩʯʮ 
Peggy Collier 
 
We are again providing Christmas gifts for two people at 
Eastern State Hospital this year.   Below are their wish 
lists.  Usually people in the congregation give me money 
and I go shopping.  If you would like to contribute, you 
can put money in the church offering plate and designate 
it for Eastern State Hospital.  If you would rather buy an 
item, that would be great too.  I will need to have all 
money or items by Sunday, Dec.  9, so that I can take 
them to the hospital. Items must be new and un-
wrapped.  If we receive more money than needed for 
gifts, I will buy new coats which can be distributed by 
the staff to those who need them.  And some money can 
be used for the Bible study which we support at Eastern 
State Hospital.  Thank you for helping to make Christmas 
special to these people who will not be receiving gifts 
from anyone else. 

Oʰʭ Lʤʮʯʮ 
 

Penny  
Age 61 ð Female 

 
Fuzzy Socks 

Rubber-Soled Slippers with Heel Backs (Size 8-9)  
Calendar with Flowers 
Throw Blanket 

 
DeWitt 

Age 74 ð Male 
 

Menõs Hoodie (XL) 
Stocking Caps (L) 

Gloves with Fingers (L) 
 

Keep Penny & DeWitt in your  
prayers this season. 

Oʰʯʭʠʜʞʣ Iʟʠʜ 
 
Did you know? 95% Of people come to Christ for the first 
time because someone they know invited them.  In this 
Christmas season, invite a friend or neighbor to join you at 
one of our Christmas eventsñthereõs something for 
everyone.  


