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Kʤʧʧʤʩʢ ʯʣʠ Wʠʠʟʮ 
Tina Laughary 
 
The older I get, the warmer I like the 
weather to be. Donõt get me wrong, 
glistening snow is beautiful from the 
protective window pane of my well-
insulated house; but when I step out-
side my preferred temperature is 
about 85 degrees. So, I am thrilled 
with the promise of springtime. Longer days, warmer tem-
peratures and bright sunshine are good for my soulé
reminders that summer is coming! I also love the new life 

that Spring brings. Singing birds, 
budding branches and bright green 
colors are sure signs that Spring has 
arrived. I love planning and planting 
my little garden. Each year, I plot 
how to make the most of my small 
space and choose to plant produce 
(most of) our family would enjoy 
eating. However, there is one varie-
ty of growthñone type of new life 
that I do not like. I absolutely detest 

weeds. The dark earth of a freshly plowed garden is ripe 
with expectation until those unwanted invaders rear their 
ugly heads. I think there will be growth in heaven, but I do 
not think there will be weeds. 
 
Recently, I was reflecting on new spiritual life. I have been 
so blessed to experience several dear ones surrender their 
hearts and lives to Jesus. Watching them grow and blossom 
is even more thrilling than watching Spring unfold on the 
Palouse. The wonder and joy of new life in Christ is like no 
other. Though no two people are exactly alike, new Chris-
tians often go through some similar experiences. When a 
new believer learns and begins to understand the realities 
of what Jesus did for them on the cross, it does several 
things. Often, they feel humbled by Jesusõ sacrifice. They 
experience joy for their newfound salvation, gratitude for a 
free gift they do not deserve and they are compelled to 
share the Good News with others. As I was thinking about 
these realities and emotions new believers experience, I 
was reminded too of the common weeds that threaten to 
attack new believers.  
 
Satan, the Devil, the Evil One is the sower of weeds. Weeds 
are the lies he tells us to try to stunt our growth, to choke 
out blossoming new life. Nothing angers him more than a 
new Christian, growing and thriving in Christ. He attempts 
to choke out such growth by perpetrating lies. 
 
Common weeds include guilt, doubt and fear. When we re-
alize the price Christ paid for our sins we realize just how 
ugly our sin is, which can lead to guilt and even shame. 
While it is good and healthy to feel convicted of our sin, it is 
a tactic of the evil one to burden us down with guilt. Guilt 
cripples us from fulfilling Godõs purpose for our life. Doubt 
often creeps in when our non-Christian friends and family 
complain about our new Christian lifestyle. Understandably, 
they feel confused and betrayed when we have a new love 
and passion in our life that they donõt share. Sometimes 
they will act out by questioning our devotion and convic-
tionñby planting the seeds of doubt. Satan specializes in 
fear. He tells us we arenõt worthy of Godõs love, arenõt ca-
pable of living the Christian lifestyleñcanõt handle the pres-
sures of living for Jesus in this world.  He reminds us of our 
past sins, tempts us to define ourselves by our old behav-
iors. He tells us we are failures ð unlovable and unchangea-
ble.  

 
There is a way to render these weeds powerlessñto really 
kill them. We learn about weed killer from Jesus. The cure 
for Satanõs lies is truth. To really òround-upó and rid our-

selves of his weeds we must ex-
pose his lies to the light of Christñ
the truth in scripture. In Matthew 
4 we read of Jesusõ temptation in 
the wilderness, how each time 
Jesus is tempted, he refutes the 
evil one by quoting scripture. The 
light of truth always renders the 
darkness powerless. Jesus sums it 
up in Matthew 4:4, òJesus an-
swered, ôIt is written: Man shall 
not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.õó  
 
Whether you are a new Christian, 
just beginning to bud and grow for 
the first time, or you have been a 
mature Christian for years, we all 
struggle with weeds. If we long to 
have true and lasting weed control 
in our lives, we must immerse ourselves in the truth. Re-
member the truth of the gospelñJesus died to save us from 
all of our sins - past present and future. Do not let guilt, 
doubt and fear stunt your growth. Let the truth of scripture 
overwhelm you. Hide it in your heart and keep it with you. 
 
Weeds may continue to poke through the surface of your 
heart, but you do not have to let them grow.  

________ 
 
òThe light of 
truth always ren-
ders the darkness 
powerless.ó 
________ 

MENõS BREAKFAST 
SATURDAY, APRIL 21 
7:30 AM COOKING 

8 AM EATING 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

Did you know 
that YouVer-
sion has creat-
ed a Bible App 
just for kids?  

By introducing children to 41 of the òbigó Bible 
stories, the Bible App for Kids helps them under-
stand the overall story that the Bible is telling. 
Kid-friendly navigation helps them find and select 
whichever story they want, then reads it aloud to 
them in a friendly narrative style. Throughout 
each story, fun, interactive animations keep chil-
dren engaged, and select stories even include 
games designed to help them learn, understand, 
and retain important Bible story concepts.  

________ 
 
òIf we long to 
have true and 
lasting weed con-
trol in our lives, 
we must immerse 
ourselves in the 
truth.  Remem-
ber the truth of 
the GospelñJesus 
died to save us 
from all our sinsñ
past, present and 
future.ó 
________ 


